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Bloomberg

A  q u a r t e t  o f  y o u n g 
Democratic women, new 
to Congress and unafraid 
to push boundaries, is 
m a k i n g  a n  a u d a c i o u s 
attempt to set their party’s 
agenda and shape the 2020 
presidential campaign.

New York’s Alexandria 
Ocasio-Cortez has floated 
tax rates as high as 70 
percent on top incomes 
to fund a “Green New 
Deal” and end fossil fuels. 
Boston’s Ayanna Pressley 
wants to clear the way for 
passing legislation without 
regard for its impact on 
the deficit. Detroit’s Ilhan 
Omar secured a House rule 
change that let her wear 
a religious head scarf in 

the chamber. Michigan’s 
Rashida Tlaib drew rebukes 
for a profanity-laced call to 
impeach President Donald 
Trump.

“Everything we do has 
some element of trans-
forming the conversation,” 
Ocasio-Cortez said in 
a n  i n t e r v i e w .  “ W e ’ r e 

the party of  the New 
Deal and that’s the kind 
of Democrat that I am, 
a n d  s o  I ’ m  o f  c o u r s e 
going to be advocating for

 those viewpoints.”
These women reflect the 

changing face of a party 
that’s becoming younger, 
increasingly diverse, and 
more progressive. All four 
are are under 45. Pressley 
is black, Ocasio-Cortez is 
of Puerto Rican descent, 
and Tlaib and Omar are 
Muslim. They’re active 
on social media, where 
they promote causes like 
Medicare for all and free 
public college, all aimed 
at stretching the percep-
tion of what’s possible and 
transforming the national 
debate.

Their more radical pro-
posals are a long way from 
taking root, and many 
Democratic colleagues are 
concerned that they are 
defining the party for the 
broad swath of voters who 
generally are more conser-
vative. Still, some of the 
ideas they are championing 
— proposals like a “Green 
New Deal” and expanding 
Medicare eligibility — are 
finding favor in the field of 
Democrats considering a 
2020 presidential run who 
will have to win the party’s 
liberal-leaning base that 
turns out for primaries and 
caucuses.

“I just hope to do what I 
can to influence the over-
all conversation, and do 
my best to contribute and 
to introduce new ideas, 
because that is what the 
American people are really 
asking for,” Ocasio-Cortez 
said.

Omar said moving the 
national debate is “the 
core of the reason I ran” 
for Congress.

“I want to shift the nar-
rative of who belongs 
in these halls,” Omar, a 
Somali American who grew 
up in Kenya at a refugee 
camp, said in an interview. 
“I also want to shift the 
narrative around immi-
grants, refugees, make 
sure people understand 
that their hopes, dreams, 
struggles,  aspirations 
are the same as everyone 
else’s.”

Tlaib said she’s not “at 
all” deterred by the criti-
cism of her remarks about 
impeaching Trump, nor 
are her constituents. “I’m 
here to work and be their 
voice. But I love the fact 
that my residents don’t 
expect me to be perfect, or 
that polished politician,” 
she said. “They wanted 
somebody real and they 
have someone.”

How Ocasio-Cortez and new liberal women are changing their party

Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, D-N.Y., top center, stands for a photograph with House 
Democratic women members of the 116th Congress on Jan. 4 in Washington. [ANDREW HARRER/

BLOOMBERG]

In the mid 1830s the 
Corning Company, led by 
Erastus Corning of Albany, 
developed a plan for the City 
of Corning.

In the plan Block 66 was 
set aside as a place for the use 
of the residents of Corning. 
Additionally, Block 66 could 
be used as a site for churches 
and government buildings.

It didn’t take very long 
before buildings began to 
appear in Block 66. By the 
1850s, Block 66 included the 
following buildings: a Baptist 
Church of Lot 1, a Methodist 
Church on Lots 3 and 4, a 
Presbyterian Church on Lot 
8, a small schoolhouse on Lot 
16 and a bigger schoolhouse 
on Lots 4 and 8.

In 1853 the Southern Jury 
District of Steuben County, 
designated Corning as the 
second seat. This meant 
Corning would need a court-
house. The following year, 
work began on this building.

Corning’s first courthouse 
occupied Lot 2 and 20 feet of 

the western section of Lot 3. 
The courthouse was com-
pleted in 1856-57. A jail was 
constructed on Lot 9.

All in all, Block 66 was 
beginning to be a busy place. 
It is the presence of a court-
house that caused many to 
later refer to Block 66 as 
courthouse park.

Before long, changes began 
to appear to some of the ear-
lier buildings built on Block 
66. In the spring of 1862, the 
Afro-American Community 
purchased the schoolhouse 
located on Lot 16. They used 
the building as a Zion Church.

The Free Baptist Society 
of Gibson bought Lot 8’s 
Presbyterian Church and 
it owned and operated this 
church until 1883 when the 
Salvation Army used it for 
just a few weeks.

The Episcopal Society 
sought permission to build 
a church on the northeast 
corner of Block 66, also 
known as Lot 8.

T h e  V i l l a g e  B o a r d 

of  Trustees gave the 
Episcopalians their permis-
sion. However, soon, the 
Board of Trustees changed 
their opinion and turned the 
request down.

The Trustees did this 
because a new state law had 
been passed defining the uses 
a municipality could make of 
property it owned. The law 
did not include churches. 
Ultimately the Episcopalians 
were forced to cease their 
building and find another site 
for their new church.

The church was eventu-
ally build on the northwest 
corner of First and Cedar 
streets. 

The next major occurrence 
affecting Block 66 was the 
building of a new courthouse. 
The project was approved 
by the County Board of 
Supervisors in 1902. The 
Supervisors approved that 
$25,000 could be spent on 
the new courthouse.

Foster Warner, a well-
know Rochester architect 

was chosen to design the 
new courthouse which 
would be erected by Drake 
and Company on Lots 6,7, 
and 8. This same year, 
Corning’s City Engineer 
resigned. Robert H. Canfield 
was chosen to be the new city 
engineer.

On January 7, 1905, the 
City of Corning ordered 
Canfield to prepare estimates 

and drawings of a plan to 
change Public Square (Lot 
66) into a park. Canfield did 
this assignment completely 
with great skills.

Next week, Canfield’s 
plan.
(The source for the informa-
tion about Canfield Park is 
Historic Landscape Report: 
Canfield Park; Denison 
Park, Corning, New York)

A  L O O K  AT  C O R N I N G ' S  PA S T

The evolution of Canfi eld Park

An old postcard shows children using Court House Park in 
Corning. [PROVIDED]
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CCC Career Expo 
in Elmira

S U N Y  C o r n i n g 
Community College is 
holding a Career Expo 
from 2-4 p.m. on Jan. 
31, 2019 at the Academic 
a n d  W o r k f o r c e 
Development 
Center (318 Madison 
A v e . ,  E l m i r a ) .
The event is free and 
those who attend can 
register to win one of 
eight $25 gift certificates 
for gas and groceries.

The Expo will explore 
t w o  p r o f e s s i o n s : 
Human Services and 
Criminal Justice. Local 
organizations from the 
community and SUNY 
CCC faculty will be 
available to answer 
questions about careers 
in these fields, includ-
ing the type of jobs that 
are available locally, 
regionally, and across 
the state.

S t u d e n t s  w o u l d 
start their explora-
tion of these careers 
in February 2019 with 
f l e x - s t a r t  c l a s s e s 
and convenient class 
scheduling.

 ‘Chicago’ at the 
Clemens Center

T h e  m u s i c a l 
“Chicago” will be per-
formed at 7:30 p.m. Jan. 
24-15 at the Clemens 
Center, 207 Clemens 
Center Parkway, Elmira.
T i c k e t s  a r e  p r i c e d 
a t  $ 6 9 . 5 0 - $ 3 2 . 5 0 .
F o r  t i c k e t s ,  v i s i t 
ClemensCenter.org.

‘Save Energy 
Save Dollars’ class

A free “Save Energy 
Save Dollars” class will be 
held from 6 to 8 p.m. on 
Jan. 24 at the Southeast 
Steuben County Library, 
3 0 0  N a s s e r  C i v i c 
Center Plaza, Corning. 
Energy Educator Nancy 
Reigelsperger will lead 
the class. Reigelsperger 
will concentrate on 
reducing those winter 
energy bills by discussing 
a few no-cost or low-cost 
conservation ideas. Each 
participant will receive 
a free energy saving 
item. To register, call 
607-664-2300.

Corning Inc.   29.85   -0.20

C O R N I N G  I N C . 
S T O C K

B R I E F S

Guthrie Welcomes 
New Chief of 
Pulmonology

www.Guthrie.org

Guthrie Pulmonology

Guthrie welcomes Dr. Mohammed 
Aziz to the Guthrie Pulmonology 
team. He joins the team as 
Chief of Pulmonology. 

Dr. Aziz is board-certified in Internal 
Medicine, Pulmonary Disease, Critical 
Care Medicine, Hospice & Palliative 
Medicine, and Sleep Medicine. His 
specialty interests include pulmonary 
hypertension, interstitial lung 
diseases, sleep disorders, and sepsis/
septic shock. 

Dr. Aziz is welcoming new and 
existing patients at the Guthrie Sayre 
location. To make an appointment, 
call 570-887-4514. 

Mohammed Aziz, 
MD, MS, MBA, FACP, FCCM, FCCP, FAASM

PULMONOLOGY

Wade’s Farm & Home Inc.
94 Front St., Addison • 607-359-2424

20# LP TANK
Refill

$1200 
Plus Tax

Radke, Warren O.
Lic. R.E. Associate Broker 

(607) 524-6606

48 W. Market St. Corning, NY
607-936-4609
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Achsinessink 
Monument Dedication 

June 9, 1996 

by 

Bill Treichler 

A new monument commemorating the Delaware Indian village Achsinessink and given in memory of 

Ellsworth Cowles (1898 - 1992) who identified Spanish Hill near Waverly and the Lamoka site at Lake Lamoka 

will be dedicated at 2:00 pm, Sunday, June 9, 1996. 

The ceremony will be held at the triangular park in Corning where Houghton Circle and Pershing Street 

intersect off East Pulteney Street near the Museum of Glass. There will be a reception at the Benjamin Patterson 

Inn following the program. 

The monument has been a project of the Newtown-Battle Chapter, Sons of the American Revolution, The 

Corning-Painted Post Historical Society, The City of Corning, and artist Fritz Wasser. 

Achsinessink, a Delaware word meaning stone on stone, referred to the columns of layered rock left by erosion 

along the Chemung River near the stronghold of the Monsey Clan. The Andaste Trail went through their village 

named Achsinessink. The path west from the settlement, became known as "The Forbidden Trail," because 

Europeans were prohibited from using the route. 

Echgohund and Teedyuscung were Delaware leaders there during the French and Indian War. Achsinessink 

village was destroyed by British and Iroquois forces in 1764. 

The stone formations were called the "Chimney Rocks" by the pioneers. The rock columns were destroyed by 

railroad construction in 1881 and highway building in 1974. 

  

 

http://www.crookedlakereview.com/articles/67_100/99june1996/99toc.html
http://www.crookedlakereview.com/authors/treichlerbill.html













































































































































































































































































































































































































































































