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STOP DWI 
 

What YOU Can Do To Stop DWI: 
Know Thyself - become aware of your own alcohol tolerance and how many drinks you require 
before you are a dangerous driver and/or for your BAC (blood alcohol content) to be over the 
legal limit. Limit your number of drinks per hour; drinking slowly helps. 
When drinking with friends, try to convince the friend who has had too much to drink to ride 
home with you or to call a taxi. 
Promote the designated-driver concept -- one licensed driver in a group refrains from drinking in 
order to ensure the entire group's safe drive home. 
When entertaining, consider the following suggestions: 
Offer non-alcoholic beverages when serving alcoholic drinks; 
Stop serving alcohol after the meal in order to allow non-alcohol time to accrue before people 
leave; 
Be aware of anyone drinking too much and try to convince such a person not to drive home; take 
a taxi; spend the night; stay until sober; 
Refrain from "pushing" drinks on your guests and always provide food. 
Teach children about responsible drinking both with information and by example. 
Consider contracting with your teenager to call home for a ride if a sober ride is unavailable. 
Agree to "no questions asked" at the time. 
Provide money for a cab for teenagers who don't have a sober ride home. 
Again, "no questions asked." 
Use safety belts for every trip and ask passengers to do the same; half of the fatalities can be 
avoided by their use. 
Report suspicious driving to police -- erratic braking, weaving, straying off the road, etc. 
Write letters to your local newspaper so the editorial staff will know this is an issue of great 
public concern. 
Become active in the local citizen action group such as SADD, MADD, RID, etc. 
 
VICTIM IMPACT PANEL 
What Is It? 
We believe that those who choose to drive after using alcohol need to hear what happens in the 
lives of persons victimized by their choices. 
 



 
The Victim Impact Panel is one method for accomplishing this goal. 
Panels of 3 persons, all volunteers, give a brief history of the drunken driving crash in which 
they were injured or a loved one was killed, and how their lives have been forever changed. 
The Panel is moderated by a member of the judicial community. A 
Physician or Nurse will give the medical perspective and a Law 
Enforcement Officer will relate his/her feelings when called to an alcohol-related crash site. 
Victims NEVER speak to a group where the offender in their story is present. 
There is NO interaction between offenders and the Panel Members during the presentation. 
Questions from the audience are not permitted. 
Victims of drunken driving crashes often have the feeling of helplessness in the aftermath of a 
drunken driving crash. 
When participating in a Victims Impact Panel, victims are able to relate their experiences and 
feelings surrounding the crash. 
 
Victim Impact Panel Offenders 
When victims of intoxicated drivers are allowed to relate their stories in a non-accusatory 
manner, they can: 
Give offenders a true picture of the pain and suffering intoxicated drivers cause. 
Bring into focus the true impact on society, other people, and themselves, of driving under the 
influence of alcohol. 
Serve as a "first step" in getting help for those with alcohol abuse/addiction problems. 
At the conclusion of each Panel presentation, the offender will complete an anonymous 
questionnaire relating to what they have gained from the experience. The survey results will then 
be summarized and made available to referring agencies. 
Drunk Driving is Not an Accident 
It's a CRIME 


